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Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Word of God Sunday/Mass for Giving Thanks for the Gift of Life 

 

This has been a significant and event-filled week for a number of reasons.  In 
addition to the frigid temperatures and the escalating impact of the Omicron 
Variant infecting more and more people though, thankfully, with less serious 
sickness, we have also been observing this week a number of civic, social and 
ecclesial special events that are important to all of us. 

The week began with the observance of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday on 
Monday, as we pray for the civil rights of all people and an end to racism in all its 
forms within us, and in all aspects of our society. 

We have also been observing the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity which 
began on Tuesday of this week, concluding on this coming Tuesday, the Feast of 
the Conversion of St. Paul.  We pray for unity within the Body of Christ which we 
heard St. Paul reflecting on so beautifully in today’s Second Reading, using our 
own bodies as a powerful analogy for the importance of unity and harmony, 
without which sickness, division and destruction can result.  As long as all the 
parts of our body work together as God designed them to do, we are healthy; but 
when one part/one organ/one system gets out of sync, our entire body “gets sick” 
and doesn’t function as it should.  The application to the Body of Christ is very 
clear.  Imagine the good that could be accomplished if the entire Body of Christ---
all Catholics, all Christian denominations, all the Orthodox----could at least get on 
the same page and give witness to Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, and become 
committed to resolving what divides us, so that we can speak with one Voice the 
Praises of our God.    

And yesterday, we observed the 49th Anniversary of the tragic Supreme Court 
Decision in 1973 which legalized abortion in our country.  The Annual March for 
Life took place on Friday in Washington, D.C.; yesterday we observed the actual 
anniversary through a Day of Prayer and Fasting in reparation for the impact of 
over 60 million abortions in our country through these 49 years; and today every 
parish is being asked to celebrate a special Mass of Thanksgiving for the Gift of 
Human Life, which is what we are celebrating here at this Mass.  And this 



afternoon at 3:00 p.m., many of us will be participating in an Ecumenical “Prayer 
for Life” Rally on the grounds of Kalamazoo Christian High School at the corner of 
Stadium Drive and Howard Ave.----I hope you’ll bundle up and come join us for 
this special time of prayer and giving witness to the value of every human life and 
for an end to every abortion.   

All of these special events converge together as we celebrate the Third Sunday 
in Ordinary Time, which Pope Francis has designated as “Word of God” Sunday.  
Of course, the Liturgy of the Word of God is a major part of the celebration of 
every Mass; but today, we are asked to focus on what a special gift God’s Word is-
---to appreciate the fact that our God has revealed Himself---He has told us about 
His unconditional Love, His Mercy, His desire to be Present to us not just through 
words revealed to the Patriarchs and Prophets of Old, but that God actually 
allowed His Word to come into the world through the Gift of His Son to be our 
Savior---His Word made Flesh.  And so today we praise God for the Gift of His 
Word, which as we sang in our Psalm Refrain today: “Your words Lord are Spirit 
and Life”.   

In today’s Gospel, we listened to the inaugural Homily of Jesus about the “new 
beginnings” of His public ministry.  St. Luke tells us that after Jesus’ Baptism, and 
following upon the 40 days He spent in prayer in the desert, Jesus returned to 
Galilee “in the power of the Spirit” and “came to Nazareth where He had grown 
up, and went according to His custom into the synagogue on the Sabbath day.”  
When Jesus was asked to read from the Scripture, He intentionally chose the 
passage from Isaiah the Prophet:  “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me because He 
has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 
liberty to captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, 
and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord.”    

Perhaps this Scripture verse was one of Jesus’ favorite passages; perhaps this 
is what He had been reflecting on during His 40-day retreat in the desert.   But 
clearly, this is what was important to Him as He was preparing to begin His public 
ministry.   And then, when He finished reading, He sat down and preached 
perhaps the shortest homily, or sermon, ever recorded.  It had only 9 words, but 
what He said was earth-shaking:  “Today, this Scripture passage is fulfilled in your 
hearing.”  The people were stunned; they understood that what Jesus was telling 
them was that HE was the one whom Isaiah had been prophesying about; He was 
telling them that right then and there, in their very presence, on that very day, 
the prophecy of Isaiah was fulfilled.   Jesus wasn’t talking about a particular date; 



He was talking about a “new age”---a new time---a new Testament.  When he said 
“today”, He was referring to the fact that He was launching His mission to save 
the world from the darkness of sin, and to bring all the world into the New Life 
that He would win for us through His suffering, death and Resurrection.   

The day that Jesus preached His inaugural homily, and this day that brings us 
together to celebrate the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time on this cold and frigid 
January day, are in a sense the same day---the same “time”---a part of the “new 
testament”, a new age.    Every time we come together for Mass and hear God’s 
saving and life-giving Word, we too are assured that God is with us to teach, 
guide, forgive and love us right here and now-----“today”. 

What Jesus was announcing was what He would frequently refer to as the 
“Kingdom of God”.  It wasn’t a worldly power---it was a “kingdom” composed of 
those who were willing and able to see beyond the powers and values of this 
world, and to live according to God’s ways, and the values that Jesus taught in His 
Sermon on the Mount and the remainder of His Good News.  When we live in the 
Kingdom of God, we become a part of a world that cuts across all national 
boundaries and social barriers; we promise our obedience to a different Lord; we 
commit ourselves to be fully human and rely on a “power” that does not resort to 
force, pressure, or fear.  And so therefore, as followers of Jesus and people of the 
Kingdom of God, we do not tolerate racist attitudes, we’re concerned about 
divisions within our community and our Church, and certainly we can not abide by 
practices that legitimize the taking of any human life, let alone the most 
vulnerable of all human lives---the unborn child in his/her mother’s womb. 

If we all followed Jesus and faithfully lived according to the values of the 
Kingdom of God, our gatherings here every Sunday should be reflections of a 
commitment to unity, a love for life, and an expression of great Joy, even in the 
midst of the problems that exist in the world around us.  

The great and saintly Pope St. John Paul II, in one of his most important of his 
many encyclicals known as “The Gospel of Life” (Evangelium Vitae) wrote: “A 
great prayer for life is urgently needed, a prayer which will rise up throughout the 
world.  Through special initiatives and in daily prayer, may an impassioned plea 
rise to God, the Creator and Lover of life, from every Christian community, from 
every group and association, from every family, and from the heart of every 
believer.” 



My sisters and brothers in Christ, we cannot stand by, and not be abhorred by 
the scandals of the divisions within our society, the immoral practices and lack of 
any sense of care for the common good of many of our institutions, and the 
tolerance of laws that sanction the destruction of human life. As Pope St. John 
Paul said, we, as Jesus’ followers and people of the Kingdom of God, must make 
those “impassioned pleas” to God, but also to those “powers that be” in our 
world urging them to protect and value the Gift of Life God has given us. 

As we heard Ezra the priest in today’s First Reading: “Do not be saddened this 
day, for rejoicing in the LORD must be your strength!”.  Even as we are confronted 
by the realities of more than 60 million babies’ lives taken by abortion, we can’t 
allow that grief to immobilize us or to think there’s nothing we can do.  May God 
give us the wisdom and the courage we need to proclaim our Hope in God, and to 
“rejoice in the Lord Who is our strength.”  

I believe that the reason why Jesus chose the passage from Isaiah the Prophet 
for His Reading was because Jesus knew that His own ministry would begin the 
process of changing those factors that for generations had impacted the most 
vulnerable of society’s members.  There were always those who were “poor”, 
those who were “captives”, those who were “blind” or enduring other disabilities, 
and those who were in one way or another “oppressed”.  But Jesus also knew 
that His Ministry and His Kingdom would bring “good news to the poor”; He 
would “proclaim liberty to the captives”; He would “restore sight to the blind”; 
and He would “let the oppressed go free”.  

As followers of Jesus, we are called to be “witnesses” of God’s Kingdom by 
sharing the Good News of salvation, by reaching out to those who are blinded by 
the priorities of our culture; by proclaiming the Truth about the human person, 
made in the image and likeness of God, and deserving of the dignity that every 
human life from conception to natural death is owed.   

We need to continue working to change bad laws and to overturn unjust 
Supreme Court decisions, and we should join together with People of other Faiths 
for Ecumenical Prayer Rallys.  But really, when all is said and done, we need more 
than political action, social change, or even peaceful demonstrations.  We need 
the Holy Spirit to bring about the conversions of individual hearts and the 
transformation of our materialistic culture into a “civilization of love”-----we need 
to pray for the time when our world will embrace the Kingdom of God and 
advance Jesus’ mission of “proclaiming glad tidings to the poor, liberty to captives, 



and freedom to those who are oppressed”.  We need to do so, not because it’s 
politically expedient, but because it’s consistent with what God has revealed to us 
through His written Word and thru His Word made Flesh, Jesus our Lord.  It is that 
life-giving Word which teaches us the ways of living according to what is right, just 
and true, and which will lead us into Life with God that is never-ending.   

When Jesus finished reading from the Prophet Isaiah, He sat down, and the 
eyes of all looked intently at him. He said to them: “Today, this Scripture passage 
is fulfilled in your hearing.’”  As we are gathered here on this Third Sunday in 
Ordinary Time to listen to God’s life-giving Word and to receive Jesus Himself in 
the Holy Eucharist, we need to realize that we are living in the same “today” as 
when Jesus launched His ministry to proclaim the Good News of God’s Love to all 
those in need.  We are living in the “today” of the Kingdom of God when we live 
our lives according to this Good News: to do all that we can to restore unity 
within the Body of Christ, to stand up for the protection and respect for all human 
life, especially for the unborn, and when we work to transform our culture by 
living the values of the Kingdom of God of justice, love and peace.   

On this Day, let us give thanks to God for His precious Gift of Human Life, and 
pray that His Holy Spirit will continue to inspire us to live in the Kingdom of God 
that Jesus initiated, and which continues to grow today, and all the “todays” still 
to come.     

God bless you, now and always! 


